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Designed for high school students interested in careers in
this leaflet outlines the role cf the
the education required,
job outlook and

and related

Paraeducators are described as key classroom support personnel who

assist the classroom teacher in small group and instructional lessons.
Paraeducators are often called upon tc deliver the lessons, grade homework
and standardized tests, participate in classroom activities, and generally
support students and teachers. Paraeducators are frequently assigned to
general education teachers who have inclusive classrooms. Some states have
certification procedures for paraeducators, but most do not. Much of the

training that paraeducators receive is done on the job by teachers and other
paraeducators. Paraeducators are described as enjoying children and willing
to assist and support the teacher in creating a healthy learning environment.
The demand for other paraprofessionals in physical therapy, speech-language
pathology, and occupational therapy is highlighted, and a profile of a
technology.specialist is provided to illustrate the challenges and benefits
of the job. (CR)
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araprofessionals, teacher’s aides, educa-
lional assistants, instructional assistanls,
paravdicators—these different job titles (and
there are move) veflect the vaviely of roles and
responsibiitios of this ke member of the

special cdacation fearie loday's pavaed neato
ety be forend e a prelindergarten ol foy
clldven with sfuecial neces,

and it Lhe conouionly

wrving asa job conch for o P G r ﬁ e d U c a t Q r

ident with developoental

disabilition, (i a wesaroee

voout for adoleseents witl learang disalilities,
ar-ina th-grade cascoovin that contains
saae tidents witle and withond special
necds, Tu ot pavacd ncators are present

i most cdicational seltinags, wnder the
st toneof the deacher. and ///1"\‘ e
olls and copdribidtiones thal sake the
Inghy calved ane soweht after on education,

fodany s sodents come to schwool with so
manmy needs-=hony how toask o gquestion, o
how Lo read, to how o get along wirh then
peers. The dhssroom teachan wah i ever-
ienethenimg student 1oster cannot doag alk:
o the paracdicator becomes the key assistani
and SUppott person. From j_{lll(lillf_{ Papretsio
deliverimg lessons 1o one-on-one help for g
student. the patacducator assists the dasstoen
teacher mesmialt gronp and insiiuctional
lessons, Patacdncators are often called wpon
to delner the lessans, arade homewar k and
standardized testss panticipate i classtoom
activities, and e genceral “he there™ lor the
studdenisand the teacher,

here ave anrenthy more than 500,000 (nll-
and pari-time paracdacarorsworking bl
and private schoals 1o estinned that ar leass
one thivd of all teachers 1eceive assistane e o
A batdeducaton,
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his gocumsnt has been reproduced as
raceived {rom the person or grganizalion
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& Points of view or opirions slaleown lhisdocu
ment do nol necesssrly reprasant olficial
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Nature of Work

A paiacducauor bas almost innmerable duties.,
Fhe ditferent necds ol cacli conmnmis o
schinol districCuray adso dictate the partictbn
npe ol services peovided by the paraeducaton.
For examples e Californg where there ae
lonee number of nonkaglishi-speaking studenis,
the paraeducatorns aie obten bifinguad when the
teacher is not Phere are more paracducatons in
clementoy thaon sccondar schools cnd mone in
cities andd larae towns thae i taral aond snaldi
Tonm g ~chools.

Paracducators e hieguenth assigned o
cenctal cducanon teacherswho have imchisn e
classtooms, classooms that comtain all cdhiddhen
inchuding those wirh disabihities, Whena
acnctal education reacher s Laced with his
ot her ustal maubar of venerdl education
studenes, plus studenis with special needs,
schoaob districts assign patacdncaton o s
the reacher mthe deliveny o mstracnon.
Paracducators generall wark under the sape-
viston of the teachen “Pana™ means “atong side
ol “and ke panategals and paramedios, para-
cducators assist and sapportinavarien of wass,

Bpral tasks Lor paracducaters incdude
pertorming nstructonal acivaties planoed by
the reachern giving the teacher feedback am
stident” progresssand assistimg i clesncal
dutres Tean ordinany dane o paracducaton might
tahe attendanee, tutor achild i a particola
Shilb moniton the limchioor, or assist the

teacher e administenng a test. When the
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SCAREERS

studeits hanve gone home, paraedincaions work
with the teacdher on phinsor the nest day o
week. Some panaeducinm s e assigned wo help
two or mote teachers, but tis trend i “haineg

the assistant™ s steadily dedinmg.

Education Required

Sote states have cevihication procedines foy
I).n.u-llll( ators but most do not. Roughly

700 1o 0 of paracducatons are hined withont
priov iranmng, Mach of the naning thn
paracducatons recen e s done oncthe jab, by thie
teachersand other paracdicon, b addinon,
some school distrias provide formal msenvice
sessians o enhance the naning paracduciions

receive fron teadhers.,

Much of the training
that paroeducators
receive is done on

the joh, hy the
tedchers and other
puraeducutors.

Some districts do provide a career fadder o
et progrant whore paacdncaon e cncom aged
o move along the Ladder orup to the nest ne
with adequate ttaming and compensation.
Patacducarors ave hemgrequued 1o tackle more
complen sk in the teaching menas and same
districis are inving o e knowledee this by
providing ticrs that recognize these evalving,
toles, Tiesome casess the st ter nay even be
Glled teacher’ s ande or anather weomwath
“paracducator” bemg veseived Tor higher and
more comples and rewandimg neeos Thee s a
Sovdy areving avareness of the madtiphon o
1oles that parieducaons phiv and o recognize
thent accardinzh, Some school distnicis, win kg
with colleges and universities, develap programs

that focus an moving the paracducaionr thiough

training and college caomses toaeaching position.

dngh unemploviment arcas hut these para-

IN SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES

Personal Gualities ﬁ

Phe daties o paraeducuorns gre as diverse as
the children they teadh sothe gqualinies thi
ke o good paracdncuor gre varied. Conmmon
clinacieristics mcnde snenjoviment of Jdilden
and awillimgness 1o assist and support the
teachion neareatiing o headthy learnime cinopon-
ment. Paoacducaions are dedicaed o Lielping
stdents devetop and can adapt o avarien of
teaching stvies, They ae lesthle and resownee-
ful aned collaborate well with teachiers aned othe
paracducatonrs,

Olien paracducarors hecome o link between
the schoch and the communits, Some mmer -
an schools spedilicallh seek to hine neighbaors
and parent velunteers as paracducators, No

onhe can thas provide conploviment i i picalls

cducators e also Lunidioa swath the studens
andd the sometimes hunsh concdimons nopically

cicountered,

Job Qutleok and Advancement %

Fiost inttoduced i taree nabers donnmeg the
teacher shortage folloavimg World W 1L pana-
caducarors are sallm demand and opporities
for cmplovment are growing. Aiecenth
teleased govermment teport on cmplovinent
antlook Tisted “reacher saide™ as one ol
20 accupations thas withake vp halt of Jdl
ciiploviment gronth thiough the veon 2o0d,

\few sttes e programs o tecrut
patacducatons and oassast them machiovmeg
cortilication as o teacher There s canrentls a
shartage of teachersand one way that sone
states hune addressed thivis to cneontage
qunificd paracdncaors o hecome cerntied
1eachicens,

Floweser there s a demand fer paracdicatons
i therr onnight The pay scale ol apana-
cducaror is lower than that ol a teacher, Some
school sustenis coase the dual problems of Large
citollmentsand teduced findimg by hining
paracducatons, Paovacducatorsare also alten
teflectnve of the diverse crlnue, raaad. aned
Lmgnaze nmorities present i de conmmim,
\vstich these paracducaten e in igh 0

demand and can lonm an PO LNt colnedion

botween the connmony and the school.



“PRACTITI

rlene Baressi started out as a school secre-

tary who wanted some extra monev w pay
for her daughter’s dance lessons and some
other extras for her family. She enjoyed her
fast-paced job but found herself entering the
classrooms every chance she got. Finally, her
principal suggested she o her hand at being a
teacher’s assistant (now called paraeducator)
since she was always i the dassroom anvway.

The next school year Arlene found hevself’
assisting with prekindergarten kids. There were
16 voung children in the class, some with
disabilities and some not, from various
cconomic backgrounds. Her training in those
earlv vears was strictdy of the on-the-job variet.
she helped the teacher with evervthing from
sipping up coats i the wintertime o helping
with academic tasks such as beginning math
and color recognition. She also becanie
mmvolved in training paracducators anct the
teachers” unon,

Iwentv-hive vears Luer Arlene is still enjoving
hier career as a paracducaton. She now works
with T4- to 21vear-olds in a residennal diug
rehabilitation facility. There we three
classrooms within the facilie and weenagers
ustally stay from 12 to 18 months.

Along the way, Arlene went back to school
and got her associate’s degree. Today Arlene
spends 25% of her time training other para-
cducators who receive credits, release tinme, and
astipend from the school district tor then
trauning. The vest of her tme is spent working
with and for the stdeuts.

Arlene’s workday runs from 8:00 w10
2:00 pan. She assists the teacher, Al on an as-
needed basis, The students receive instruction
in a variety of academic subjeces because the
carny on thenr acadennie work from the home
high school. The teacher may ask Arlene to
tahe one of their six students mto another toom
for mtensive drilbin math or reading. She may
arade some papers or deliver a lesson o thiee
students while Al works with the other thiee.
she also has w meenng every morning for about
30 minutes with the divector of the aleoholand
drug rehabilitation program, the facihin's
therapist. and the house manager. These brief,
datly mectings are 1o make sure that evervone
involved with the residents is up-to-date onhow
cach resident 1s doing in all areas: dimg rehab,

academics, discipline,
and so forth. Thenir's

quick tuneh, and same
more acacenties.

Arlene knows she -
an mtegyal part of the
cducation team. In fac. she feels the greatest
chatlenge facing paracdncators is 1o be recog-
nized as such, “The public i general talk about
the schools and eduacanion retaorm but the foaus
i alwins onthe tcacher,™ Yet i ber disnnea,
there are 630 paracducators and 300 teachers.
Obviously, paraeducaiors.ue an importan part
ol the educational process.

Arlene thoroughly enmpovs being a paracduca-
tons She points out that "not all paracducatois
wani to be teachers. THike what 1 do. Fven day
allows an opportuniny for growtl both for me
and the kids.” Tos because of hev strong
fechings about the paracducator’s role that
Arlene has gouten imvohed i training. She has
tained 70 fellow paracducaions to be mentors
who now help other paaeducators, She feels
the future fies with these kev educators.

Rewards come it the dav-to-day improve-
ments she sees i the stidents, One 16y canr-old
bov continued o swear forafew davs esen alte
she tadked to him about language and the
proper use of it However within aweek he was
finding suitable altcrnatives tor those words.
“He never acknowledged our talk hue T know
1 hiclped bease he stopped using obscene
words and substituted acceptable anes. 1 his will
help him notondy here, but ont in the world
There are so many things that need 1o he
taught, and the paracducator is vight there with
the kids dav incand dav out. This gives us so
wany wavs and opporunities to ‘teach” and not

Just acaclemices cither”

4

Ariene Baressi
bhack to the classroom, a PGTGEdUCGtor

Eastern Suffolk BOCES, New York
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How to Prepare for a Career

Ihe hestwas to (e ot who s ke to be a
paracducaton is to ey it out! feachers are
abmostalwin s witling to have avolueer hielp
them. Phivasan excellent wan to obseive wha
woes o casstoon and get Lol with the
wark of a paracducaton, You cancalso help
somncone teach aclass an his or her el doad
Ascout toop.or work with other vowth gronpes,
A opportunity to help work with chaldien,
and espeaadhy chiuldven sath disebiliies. can

| e ide excellent e\t e,

Related Careers

Justas assistauce i the chasstoon is heconing
more and more comnion and soueht afen
denmanid tor other parapiolessional helpers s
gtowing i nimbens. Occupational Therap
Assistants, Phyvsical Fherapy Assistanis, and
Specch-Fangage Pathology Assastinits e
necded thoughou the US0nfaa, the
covermment haines lon the 1O Lastest erowang
jobs through the vean 2000 mcdude accupae
tenal thevapy assistanits and phyvsacal thergn
ANSISL (s,

s then e nnplies, these assistants help
the therapistworkowath dienis, Therapisis are
concerned with the neatment and yeliabiheanon
ol persons withomental, cmotionial and physical
disabilities, Occupational therapy persanned
help bhoth adulis and voung people gain o
reeain the shitls they need tor independent
hing and aamibel carplovment. Phasical
thetapists ad their assistanis help mdividuals
recovet from g disease or injun, waor king
toucther with the dient toelieve pain and muhe
the injured area as strong as possible, Specchs
Linguage patholasy personnehwork with iliose
who are either bornwith on Lerer salter lingonage

and o speech disorders,

Phavo v cen oo onade puaathile thaa

IN SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES

Fhese theraps personnel mddading assis-
tants. can he found inomaen settings lrom
Bospitals to schioobs, Mostassistant positions
requite certibiciton and 2 veais of college
cottises, i e professianal assacanions fisted
helow canalso provide inlornation on tngimnge

requitements and ciploviment cuitook,

Resource information

The National Clearinghouse for Professions
in Special Education

FO20 Nssocation Dinee

Restaon, VY 20141559
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National Resource Center tor
Paraprofessionals in Education
CASE CUNY

DOWest Erd Street, Sure 620
New York, Ny o

226 12-20 0

American Occupational Therapy Association
1ASS Piccand Diive, Saige 50

Rockvifle, VD 2ax50

AOEOND-2GR2

CRL i wawaotaong

American Physical Therapy Association
FTET Nonth Fanbas Sticer

Mesandhia, VN 2231

NOO-00G DT S0
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American Speech-Language-1Tearing
Association

FOSOT Rockville Dike

Rockvilleo MDY 20852
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